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EXTRACTS  FROM  AN  ADDRESS  BY  THE  HONORABLE  PATRICK  J.  HURLEY, 
SECRETARY  OF  WAR,  AT  THE  LINCOLN  DAY  BANQUET  OF  THE  NATIONAL 
REPUBLICAN  CLUB,   NEW  YORK  CITY,   FEBRUARY  12,  1930. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Republican  Glut  of  New  York: 

We  are  assembled  here  tonight  to  do  honor  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
greatest  leader  of  the  Republican  Party,  the  man  whose  name  has  the  greatest 
appeal  to  the  affection  and  patriotism  of  the  American  people.     By  the  silent 
Potomac  in  Washington  a  beautiful  memorial  -  a  monument  -  has  been  erected  to 
the  memory  of  Lincoln.     But  it  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  go  to  Washington  to 
see  the  monument  to  Abraham  Lincoln.    We  see  it  everywhere,  not  alone  within  the 
confines  of  a  mighty,  happy,  and  prosperous  nation  which  he  reunited,  but 
throughout  the  civilized  nations  of  the  world.     His  life  and  his  deeds  are  an 
everlasting  inspiration  to  mankind.     In  the  material  and  intellectual  growth 
of  our  nation,   in  the  geographic  and  social  unity  of  our  people,  we  have  the 
monument  to  Abraham  Lincoln. 

The  great  humanitarian  and  emancipator.  War  President  and  Savior  of 
the  Union,  was  also  a  practical  man.     He  understood  the  people  and  was  understood 
by  them.     He  was  a  politician  as  well  as  a  statesman.     The  wiles  of  the  ward  boss 
were  as ' transparent  to  him  as  the  injured  dignity  of  a  second  rate  general.  He 
detested  hypocrisy  and  incompetence  but  never  failed  to  detect  merit  and  always 
did  all  in  his  power  to  reward' it.    He  was  the  first  great  leader  of  the 
Republican  Party;   in  fact  the  Republican  Party  is  builded  upon  the  character  and 
principles  of  Lincoln.     He  laid  the  foundations  of  his  party  on  such  broad, 
natior.al  and  patriotic  principles  that,  of  the  seventy  years  since  Lincoln  s 
first  election,  his  party  has  been  in  control  of  the  Government  fifty-four  years. 

AS  members  of  the  Party  of  Lincoln,  we  should  constantly  give  thought 
to  the  responsibilities  and  the  progress  of  our  party.     Parties  are  essential  to 
the  conduct  of  our  government.     It  is  only  through  organized  parties  that  tne 
will  of  the  people  can  be  expressed  upon  national  issues.     Our  government  is 
founded  upon  the  will  of  the  majority.     Party  government  is  the  sole  vehicle  by 
which  that  majority  can  express  itself.     Without  organized  parties  democracy 
itself  would  cease  to  function.     The  history  of  Republics  and  Democracies  of 
the  past  shows  that  a  people  without  means  to  express  the  will  of  the  ^lajority 
or  to  secure  action  or  to  impose  redress  will  inevitably  turn  from  the  ballot  to 

revolution  or  dictatorship.  „  =  .^v,+  -ini  tr. 

Party  cohesion,  fidelity,  loyalty  and  responsibility  are  essential  to 

political  progress  and  national  safety.    A  political  party,  when  m  control  of 

the  Government,  has  responsibilities  that  far  transcend  its  current  platform. 

A  party  organization  should  always  be  national  in  its  scope.     Its  policies  shouig 

be  designed  for  the  welfare  of  the  whole  nation. 

The  Republican  Party  has  never  been  a  party  of  evasion.     From  its 

very  inception  it  has  courageously  faced  its  responsibilities.  Its  spirit  and 
its  traditions  were  forged  in  the  seething  furnace  of  war.     A  determination  to 

uphold  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  to  enforce  its  laws  was  the 
dominant  creed  of  Abraham  Lincoln.     That  is  the  creed  of  the  Republican  Party. 
In  many  instances  the  Party  has  faced  issues  involving  this  principle.     it  is 
facing  one  today.     The  Party  is  pledged  by  its  most  recent  platform  J^ll 
by  its  most  sacred  tradition,  to  uphold  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
The  Eighteenth  Amendment  is  a  part  of  the  Constitution.    We  hear  much  talk  of 
the  nullification  of  that  Amendment  by  violation  of  it.     The  air  is  full 
suoerficial  arguments  about  prohibition  and  personal  quarrels  ^^<i/^°^f  ^^^^ 
involving  it.     Above  all  this  discussion  and  clamor,  there  is  just  one  ^l^J^ 
^ote.  and  that  is  that  the  Republican  Party  and  the  R^P^^^ -J^/;- ^^^f 
ful  to  their  traditions,  ar.  standing  resolutely  oy  the  Const  tution  The 
President  has  no  choice  as  to  what  laws  he  will  enforce  and  what  ones  he  will 
not    1e  has  no  right  to  change  any  law.    His  first  official  act  was    J  take  a 
soi;mn  oath  to  uphold  the  Constitution  and  enforce  the  laws  of  the  nation.  The 
President  will  discharge  his  duty  under  this  oath  with  fidelity. 
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The  Constitution  or  any  law  enacted  "by  Congress  may  Toe  repealed  or 
modified  by  the  orderly  processes  provided  Xli  the  Constitution,     The  Republican 
Party  is  not  a  party  of  nullification. 

Not  only  the  President  but  eVery  other  citizen  chosen  to  a  position  of 
responsibility  under  the  Government,  is  required  to  tak6  an  oath  to  uphold  the 
Constitution  and  enforce  the  law.     Today  we  find  ourselves  in  a  period  of  wide- 
spread disregard  for  law.     Law  can  not  be  maintained  by  use  of  force  alone.  I 
am  not  referring  particularly  to  prohibition  now,  but  to  the  widespread  indif- 
ference on  the  part  of  individual  citizens  toward  the  observance  of  every  funda- 
mental law.     As  early  as  1837  Lincoln  said:-     "I  hope  I  am  not  over-wary;  but  if 
I  am  not,  there  is  even  now  something  of  ill  omen  amongst  us.     I  mean  the 
increasing  disregard  for  law  which  pervades  the  country."    No  finer  appeal  has 
ever  been  made  for  the  observance  of  lav«fs  than  that  made  by  Lincoln  in  the  speech 
from  which  I  have  quoted,  when  he  continued--     "Let  reverence  for  the  law  be 
breathed  by  every  mother  to  the  lisping  babe  that  prattles  in  her  lap."     The  great 
appeals  that  we  heard  in  the  days  of  our  youth  for  temperance  law  observance, 
right  thinking  and  right  living,  seem  all  to  be  lost  in  the  demand  for  the  use 
of  force.     In  addition  to  this,  the  States  are  constantly  abdicating  portions  of 
their  police  power  to  the  Federal  Government.     In  some  instances  the  State 
governments  are  literally  shoving  their  police  responsibilities  over  on  to  the 
Federal  Government.     Federal  jurisdiction  over  crime  and  misdemeanors  committed 
by  citizens  of  the  various  states  is  constantly  increasing.     This  is  a  dangerous 
tendency.     The  power  of  local  government  should  be  increased  rather  than 
diminished. 

Is  the  Republican  Party,  by  its  conduct  of  national  affairs,  keeping 
itself  worthy  of  its  first  President?    The  press  and  public  seem  to  find  their 
greatest  interest  in  sensational  discussions  of  proposed  freak  legislation  in 
presumed  quarrels,  conflicts,  and  combats  between  public  officials.     The  public 
quite  generally  seems  to  be  under  the  impression  that  the  present  legislative 
program  is  the  most  important  business  now  before  the  Government,     It  is  very 
important  and  the  Party  is  pledged  to  the  fulfillment  of  that  program,  but  it  is 
not  nearly  as  important  as  all  the  legislative  programs  that  have  heretofore 
been  enacted  into  law.     It  is  incumbent  upon  the  Party  to  redeem  its  platform 
pledges  and  the  administration  must  be  deeply  concerned  in  the  present  legisla- 
tive program,  but  the  Party  and  the  Administration  are  responsible  for  far  more 
than  that  program.     The  Party  and  the  Administration  are  required  to  give  effect 
to  the  Constitution  and  every  law  that  has  been  passed  under  it.     During  the 
history  of  the  Republic  we  have  accumulated  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  of 
legislative  programs.     That  period  embraces  our  Constitution,  our  laws,  our 
traditions,  our  aspirations,  and  our  national  life.     Through  this  long  process 
the  administration  of  the  government  has  become  the  grv:;atost  business  in  the 
world.     The  party  in  control  of  the  Government  is  obligated  to  administer,  not 
only  with  fidelity  and  honesty,  but  with  efficiency,   thousands  of  trusts, 
thousands  of  policies,  which  in  most  instances  are  n»t  related  at  all  to  the 
present  legislative  program. 

The  success  of  the  party  is  dependent  upon  the  manner  in  which  the 
Administration  conducts  the  day's  work,  in  the  maintenance  •f  law,  the  temper 
in  which  our  foreign  relations  are  maintained,  the  probity  of  our  government 
officials,  the  maintenance  of  strength  and  efficiency  of  our  Army  and  Navy,  and 
the  capable  direction  of  the  multitude  of  agencies  and  policies  of  the  govern- 
ment constructed  for  the  welfare  of  the  people.     The  administration  must,  with 
intelligence  and  vigor,  and  decision,  bring  to  the  service  of  the  people  the 
accumulated  knowledge  of  our  experience  as  a  government.     To  follow  such  a 
program  requires  the  services  of  officials  of  ability  and  character  who  are  willinj. 
to  stand  up  and  take  punishment,  yet  go  undisturbed  about  the  business  of  the  day. 

The  Party  carae  into  power  at  the  last  election  on  four  •r  five  out- 
standing problems  for  which  it  offered  solution.     The  first  of  these  was  Farm 
Relief  for  which  the  Republican  Party  promised  to  find  a  solution.     For  many 
years  the  Farm  Relief  question  has'  been  under  constant  discussion  in  Congress  and 
continuous  consideration  by  previous  administrations,  but  a  solution  was  not 
found.     The  work  done  by  previous  Congresses  and  Administrations  was  helpful  in 
bringing  about  an  understanding  of  the  problem.     During  the  first  eight  months 
of  the  present  administration' a  Farm  Relief  Bill  was  enacted  by  Congress.  Tho 
President  appointed  a  Federal  Farm  Board  composed  of  the  ablest  ,body  of  men  over 
assembled  in  Washington  on  Farm  Relief,     They  have  put  the  Farm  Relief  Bill  into 
operation. 

The  Party  was  pledged  to  a  limited  revision  of  the  Tariff.  That  revi- 
sion is  now  drawing  to  a  close  in  the  Senate  and  is  about  to  enter  upon  tho 
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third  stage;  that  is,  tho  conference.  Slow  as  it  may  have  boon  in  its  solution, 
the  tariff  issue  promises  to  be  settled  oight  months  faster  than  the  last  tariff 
bill. 

The  Party  is  pledged  to  intensive  development  of  our  Inland  V/aterways. 
This  pledge  is  more  nearly  administrative  than  legislative  and  is  a  culmination 
of  the  proposals  made  by  the  President.     Intensive  work  on  the  waterways  is 
already  in  progress  and  is  moving  toward  the  fulfillment  of  the  pledges  with 
speed  and  efficiency. 

We  are  happily  emerged  from  that  era  v;here  Vv'aterway  developments  were 
regarded  from  a  local  and  sectional  viewpoint.     It  has  become  easier  than  ever  to 
think  of  them  as  a  unified  national  asset.     The  waterways  when  completed  and 
systematized  will  not  constitute  an  end  in  themselves.     That  development  is  a 
part  of  an  economic  program  designed  to  promote  prosperity  for  all  tf  the  people 
in  every  part  of  the  nation.     There  is  some  contention  that  the  development  of 
inland  waterways  will  be  injurious  to  the  railroads.     Railroads  are  essential  to 
our  national  life.     There  is  no  disposition  to  injure  them.     On  the  contrary, 
there  is  an  ever-present  desire  to  be  helpful  to  them  and  t6  promote  their  best 
interests.     The  development  of  water  transportation  and  the  consequent  industrial 
opportunities  and  activities  it  will  bring  will  increase  railroad  transportation. 
Each  form  of  transportation  operating  in  its  own  sphere  supplements  all  other 
forms  and  adds  to  their  prosperity  and  usefulness. 

The  Administration  was  pledged  to  a  rearrangement  of  the  adrndnistrative 
functions  of  the  government.     Congress  is  now  dealing  with  some  portions  of  this 
work.     This  problem  will  be  initiated  during  the  present  Congress, 

The  Party  came  in  pledged  to  economy  and  tax  reduction,  and  has  made 
good  its  pledge  by  a  reduction  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  million  dollars  per 
annum  in  taxes. 

Having  briefly  outlined  what  the  Administration  has  done  in  an  incred- 
ibly short  time  toward  the  redemption  of  the  Party  platform  pledges  affecting 
legislation,   let  us  now  turn  for  a  moment  to  purely  administrative  policies  and 
achievements.     The  Republican  Party  has  always  achieved  its  greatest  success  as 
the  business  manager  of  the  G-overnment.     It  has  never  failed  to  offer  advice  or 
leadership  in  the  solution  of  the  economic  problems  of  the  industry  and  commerce 
of  our  nation,  but  has  always  opposed  Government  ownership,  operation,  or  control 

Great  progress  has  been  made  in-  eliminating  sources  of  friction  and 
strengthening  ties  of  friendship  with  the  countries  to  our  south.     The  President' 
visit  to  South  American  States  was  at  once  a  gesture  of  sincere  friendliness  and 
evidence  of  his  seriousness  of  purpose  in  promoting  good  will.     To  further  this 
purpose,  the  representation  of  the  United  States  in  the  Latin  American  countries 
has  been  entirely  reorganized.     Career  men  of  experience  in  diplomacy  and  able 
to  speak  the  language  of  the  country  to  which  they  are  assigned  have  been 
stationed  in  practically  all  of  the  Latin  American  capitals.     Other  factors  in 
the  Administration's  strengthening  of  friendly  foreign  relations  were  the  cordial 
receptions  extended  to  Premier  Ramsay  MacDonald  and  President-elect  Rubio  of 
Mexico,  the  settlement  of  the  Tacna-Arica  dispute,  the  settlement  of  the  French 
Debt,  and  the  initiation  of  the  program  for  naval  reduction  throughout  the  world. 

For  the  extension  of  our  commerce  abroad,  the  Administration  has 
perfected  a  program  for  the  development  of  the  Merchant  Marine.     This  plan  calls 
for  the  construction  of  four  hundred  thousand  tons  of  American  merchant  ships 
within  the  next  ten  years.    All  these  government  activities  initiated  for  the 
public  welfare  including  the  appropriations  of  an  additional  fifteen  million 
dollars  for  hospitals  for  disabled  veterans,  substantial  increases  in  appro- 
priations for  public  buildings,  appropriations  for  the  1930  census  which  includes 
statistics  on  unemployment  and  commodity  distribution,  have  been  undertaken 
without  recourse  to  increase  in  the  Federal  Budget. 

The  Republican  Party  during  the  past  nine  years  has  given  unparalleled 
prosperity  to  the  American  people.     In  handling  difficult  business  problems  we 
have  no  better  instance  of  the  capacity  of  the  Party  than  in  the  brilliant 
leadership  of  the  President  in  the  situation  that  arose  immediately  fallowing 
the  Recent  stock  market  panic.     In  the  face  of  the  stock  market  crash,  he 
immediately  initiated  tax  reduction.    He  called  together  the  business  leaders 
of  the  basic  industries  of  the  nation  and  enlisted  them  in  support  of  his 
program  against  any  reduction  of  wages  or  curtailment  of  any  of  the  larger  con- 
struction progrciras.     In  his  conferences  with  business,  labor  and  industrial 
leaders,  he  so  strengthened  the  economic  structure  as  to  avoid  the  economic 
disturbances  and  unemployment  that  have  heretofore  always  followed  such  a  panic, 
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He  has  appointed  a  committee  composed  of  noted  civic  leaders  to  make 
an  exhaustive  study  of  child  health  and  protection  and  is  coordinating  all  the 
voluntary  and  official  agencies  which  devote  themselves  to  this  subject  throughout 
the  country. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  great  individualist.    Protection  and  development 
of  the  individual  and  the  preservation  of  equality  of  opportunity  are  fundamentals 
of  the  Republican  Party.     Interpreted  in  terms  of  to-day  the  Party  is  pledged  to 
maintain  private  enterprise,  to  sustain  the  spirit  of  adventure  and  courage 
which  have  brought  about  the  unparalleled  progress  of  our  nation.     The  Republican 
Party  is  fundamentally  pledged  by  its  spirit  and  its  traditions  to  protect  the 
people  from  oppression  whethor  by  groups  or  by  individuals. 

The  Administration  at  Washington  recognizes  neither  class  nor  section. 
On  that  subject  permit  me  to  read  a  quotation  from  the  President:-     "Nor  is  there 
any  real  conflict  between  the  East  and  the  West  or  the  North  and  the  South  in  the 
United  States,     The  complete  interlocking  of  economic  dependence,  the  common 
striving  for  social  and  spiritual  progress,  our  common  heritage  as  Americans,  and 
the  infinite  web  of  national  sentiment,  have  created  a  solidarity  in  a  great 
people  unparalleled  in  all  human  history." 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  numbejr  of  fact-finding  committees  and 
commissions  the  President  has  appointed.     His  action  in  this  matter  is  in 
thorough  keeping  with  the  spirit  and  traditions  of  the  Republican  Party  from 
Abraham  Lincoln  to  Herbert  Hoover^     Its  purpose  has  been  to  find  the  facts  and  to 
distill  from  them  the  truth  before  takirig  any  action  which  affects  the  welfare  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  million  Americans .    With  the  growth  and  complexity  of  •ur 
national  life  no  single  man;  no  feommittco  of  Congi*oss,  can  take  the  time  or 
acquire  that  specialized  knowledge  necessary  to  collect  and  evt.luato  the  various 
angles  of  the  many  pressing  problems.     Your  administration  at  Washington  docs  not 
act  before  it  knows  the  truth.     Wlien  it  finds  the  truth  it  acts  quickly  and 
decisively. 

The  Party  of  Lincoln  is  fortunate  in  having  for  its  leader  in' the 
White  House  a  clear-mindod,  tolerant,  practical,  able  and  patient  man.     His  mind 
is  splendidly  attuned  to  the  voice  of  the  people.     Ho  has  trod  the  paths  of 
human  experience  from  the  vicissitudes  of  an  orphan  boy  to  the  presidency  of  our 
great  nation.    He  has  a  depth  of  understanding,  a  bond  of  comradeship  and 
sympathy  for  those  who  toil  and  are  heavy  laden.     His  aim  is  to  bring  to  all 
of  our  people  enlightenment,  prosperity  and  happiness.    His  life  of  service  has 
familiarized  him  with  the  intricacies  of  the  great  economic  problems  that  con- 
front the  nation  and  the  necessity  of  maintaining  an  even  gait  in  national 
productivity.    He  meets  the  great  problems  which  confront  his  capable  leadership 
in  the  manner  which  Lincoln  urged  upon  his  countrymen:-     "With  malice  toward 
none;  with  charity  for  all;  with  firmness  in  the  right,  as  God  gives  us  to  see 
the  right  *  *  *." 

On  this  the  120th  anniversary  of  Lincoln's  birth,  the  Republican  Party 
dedicates  itself  anew  to  the  principles  of  Lincoln  ^mid  )to  the  service  of  the 
people. 


END 
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